REMARKS 

Reconsideratiqnis respectfully requested in view of the foregoing Amendments and the 
remarks which follow. 

- By this amendment applicants have cancelled claims 13, 14 and 15 and added new claim 
16. New claim 16 is fiilly supported in the as-filed specification. 
The claims now pending are 1, 3-12. 

The objection to claim 13 is rendered moot in view of its cancellation herein. 
The rejection of claim 15 under 35 USC §1 12, second paragraph, is rendered moot in view 
of its cancellation herein. 

Claims 1, 3 and 6rl5 stand.rejected under 35 USC § 102(e) as.being anticipated by Bakken 

et al, US 6,875,3 15. This rejection is respectfiiUy traversed. 

Bakken et al is unavailable as a reference under §102(e) since the subject application is 
entitled to the priority of the Italian application upon which it is based. The Italian application was 
filed on December 6, 2002 and, accordingly, antedates Bakken et aP s effective date as a reference. 
In support, applicant submits herewith a translation of the Italian application. 

In view of the foregoing, the rejection under 35 USC §102(e) has been overcome and 
should be withdrawn. 

Claims 4 and 5 stand rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable over Bakken et 
al. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The Bakken et al reference is unavailable as the basis for a § 103(a) rejection in view of the 
fact that the Italian priority application of the subject application was filed on December 6, 2002 
and thus antedates the effective date of Bakken et al as a reference. Applicants entitlement to the 



Ci\WORD D0CS\MOTARBAR\ORLANDI - 207,020 - AMENDMENT - NOV 13, 2p07.doc 



4 



December 6, 2002 is supported by the enclosed certified translafiori of the Italian application. 
The issuance of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully solicited. 
Please charge any fees which may be due to our Deposit Accoimt No. 01-0035. 



" ABELMAN, FRAYNE & SCHWAB 
666 THIRD AVENUE, lOTH FLOOR 
NEW YORK; NEW YORKiOOl? 
Tel: (212)949-9022 
Direct: (212) 885-9232 
Fax: (212)949-9190 




Jay ^Cinamon 
-Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 24,156 
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